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Introduction:  Pergamum was famous for its library of 200,000 volumes second only

to Alexandria.  In the 3rd century B.C. a Pergamene king called Eumenes wanted the city

to have the biggest and best library.  He tried to bribe Aristophanes of Byzantium the

librarian for Alexandria.  Because of this Ptolemy cut off the supply of papyrus.  Faced

with this dilemma the scholars invented parchment (vellum) which was the skin of beasts,

smoothed and polished so as to be written upon.

Pergamum was an impressive city, built on a hill 1000 feet above the surrounding

countryside, somewhat creating a natural fortress.   It rivaled Ephesus as the leading city

in the region, it was a very important city in Asia.  Pergamum had become the capital of

the province of Asia and it really was the center of Asian culture.

The people of Pergamum, were proud of their links with Rome.  The city of Pergamum

had little or no commerce, but was revered for its institutions of learning. It was a city of

refinement, and science—especially medicine.

Ephesus and Smyrna were evil and wicked cities of idolatry, but Pergamum was even

worse.  It was a center for imperial cult worship.  Its temple to the goddess Roma and

Augustus Caesar was built in 29BC and was the oldest temple in the region.  Pergamum

was a strong center for Caesar worship.  It was the law that once a year every Roman

citizen should go to the temple of the Emperor and burn a pinch of incense to the godhead

of Caesar and say:  “Caesar is Lord” (see Barclay, p.110).

SLIDE - Moreover, the city boasted an imposing temple to Zeus Savior, with an immense

altar, on a plateau 900 feet above the city.  Another temple was dedicated to Aesclepius,

the god of healing.  Both deities were symbolized by a serpent.  For John, the Apostle,

“that ancient serpent” is Satan (12:9). Through the cult of Aesclepius and through reports

of miraculous healings Pergamum became the “Lourdes of Asia Minor” (R.H. Charles),

with pilgrims flocking there from near and far.  The threat to the church did not come

from this popular cult but from the patriotic religion of the emperor worship. Participation

in emperor worship was viewed as an expression of political loyalty; rejection of it was

synonymous with godlessness and subversion, in the eyes of magistrates and the people.

In general, Christians in Domitian’s time were accused of “hatred against the human

race,” “atheism,” and of advocating a “mischievous superstition” (cf. Dio, Hist. 67.14;

Tacitus, Annals 15.44; Suetonius, Nero 16; Pliny, Epistles10.96). The cry “Away with the

atheists” showed the contempt in which Christians were held by the pagan populace

(Martyrdom of Polycarp 3.2; 9.2).



SLIDE - Maybe you have seen this before… It is still used as the symbol for medicine and

doctors today.  It is the Staff of Asclepius.  The flag of the World Health  Organization,

The emergency services' Star of Life , The US Army Medical Corps Branch Plaque…

They all feature the Staff of Asclepius.  This all ties back to these Greek gods.

So Pergamum was a city that valued knowledge and education, it valued spirituality, it

valued open sexuality… It was a culture not that different from ours.

Revelation 2:12 ESV  12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words

of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.

We saw in the first chapter of Revelation (v. 16) that this two-edged sword was the Word

of God, i.e., Jesus!  God’s Word creates and it will also condemn and judge, even His churches.

I.  The Church’s Environment (v. 13a)

Revelation 2:13a ESV  13a “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is.

Jesus is aware of our situations and where we live and what we must deal with by living

in His Kingdom while still temporarily dwelling in Satan’s realm.  There is always a

tension between these two kingdom realities.  In this time frame, Christians kept hearing

their non-believing neighbors calling both Asclepios and Zeus and even the Caesar,

“Savior.”  Have you noticed how easily even today you hear that title, “savior,” used to

the point of losing its meaning.  Sometimes you hear it of sports figures, CEOs, heads of

state, and anyone who is a high achiever in a particular field of science, for instance.

“Where you dwell” has to do with a permanent residence.  In their everyday experience

they run across this deadly misunderstanding of who is good for them, who can rescue

them.  The serpent that was connected to especially Asclepios is also a symbol for the

Devil.  The myths attached to Asclepius, and even when powerful deeds were conceded to

him (such as driving the plague out of Rome), these were attributed to the power of the

devil, since Asclepius himself was a demon. In spite of Christian persecution, the cult

continued until the 5th century A.D.

This very famous throne for Zeus (Soter) was a focal point in Pergamum.  One of the

ancient wonders of the world is the magnificent altar of Zeus.  On a ledge jutting out

from the Acropolis was built the most ornate, the largest, the most famous altar in all of

the world.  It was over 100 feet square, 40 feet high, and around the base of it, one of the

most impressive pieces of sculpture created by ancient art.  The German government in

the last century sent an expedition to excavate Pergamum, and they found a large part of

that altar in their excavation.  This altar, high on the side of the mountain, looked something

like a throne. And some have thought this is what the Lord Jesus meant when he talked

about the throne of Satan in the city of Pergamum.



II.  The Church’s Perseverance (v. 13bc)

Revelation 2:13bc ESV  13bc “‘Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith

even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan

dwells.

In the midst of all this adversity and persecution, there was one who dared stand against

evil.  Sometimes people die for their faith like Antipas (only time his name is mentioned).

Antipas is called “my faithful witness.”  The same title is applied to Christ (1:5, 3:14).

The name Antipas literally means “against all.”  And so it was, that this servant of the

Lord thought his life to not be too dear of a price to pay for His Savior, Jesus Christ who

had died for him to give him new life now and life eternal when he would breathe his last

on this earth.  There is a legend about how Antipas died that is not found in Scripture that

he “was slowly roasted to death in a brass bull during the reign of Domitian.” (The Anchor

Bible Dictionary, Vol. 1, p.272)

Almost like a typical job review, there are good qualities that are mentioned, BUT...

III.  The Church’s Failings (vv. 14-15)

Revelation 2:14-15 ESV  14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who

hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons

of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15

So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.

It does matter what a church both teaches and allows.  No church is perfect, but God does

expect every member to be holy.  There are two groups of heretics in the congregation:

those holding to the teachings of Balaam (see Numbers 22:24; Jude 11; II Peter 2:15)

II Peter 2:15 ESV  15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed

the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,

Steve Fish summarizes the story of Balaam well for our purposes:  Balaam is probably

best known for his talking donkey, but there is more to the story. Balaam was an Old

Testament prophet, He was a Gentile who knew God.  The word Gentile simply means

anyone who is not Jewish.  Balaam was called to speak for God, that is what prophets do!

After Israel had been set free from slavery in Egypt they spent 40 years wandering in the

desert… During the time of Israel’s wilderness wanderings, God’s chosen people defeated

the Ammonites, and Moab looked surely to be the next to fall.  When Balak the king of

Moab received a report that the Israelites were advancing his way, he knew there was no

way his army could defeat Israel.  In desperation Balak called on Balaam for help. The

Moabite king said, “I’ve got an assignment for you. I want you to curse these people. And

I’ll make it worth your while.”



And Balaam took him up on his offer… Yielding to the temptation, Balaam sold his gift.

He became a “gun for hire,” a “prophet for profit.” Three separate times he tried to

curse the people of God.  But each time, only blessings—not cursings—came out.  Try as

he may Balaam could not curse the people of God. So Balaam became frustrated.  He

tried to serve God and money at the same time, but he discovered that he couldn’t serve

two masters.  Under mounting pressure, Balaam devised an ingenious plan.  If he couldn’t

curse them, his only hope was to get God to remove his blessing from them. So Balaam

hatched an insidious plot.

He had tried 3 times to curse Israel, but his curses actually led to more blessing for

Israel...So when Balaam couldn’t curse Israel he told the King of Moab how to cause

God to remove His blessing from Israel… He instructed Balak to send the most beautiful

women from Moab to the Israelite army to seduce the men of Israel.

The “prophet for profit” would teach Balak to put stumbling blocks before the sons of

Israel. He instructed the corrupt king to place sensuous women before the marching

Israelite army. Let these beautiful women tempt and lure God’s people into sin. God

would then judge them for their disobedience. Balak did as Balaam suggested, placing

enticing Moabite women before the Israelite men. The sons of Israel were no match for

this temptation. They wilted under the seductive power and decided to take up with these

pagan women. Soon they went to worship with these heathen women and worshipped

their idols.  They even brought sacrifices to their pagan gods and ate meat offered to idols

in pagan ceremonies. The result was devastating:  Israel fell into this terrible sin and

God went to war against them.  In doing so, God killed 24,000 Israelite men!

Balaam knew that if the men of Israel gave into sexual temptation and sinned against

God, that God would remove his blessing from them… Not only did the men cave to

temptation but it wasn’t long before they were worshiping the gods of the Moabites.”

And then we have the Nicolaitans (whom we talked about before), but these are the same

basic problems as are described in Acts 15 (Conference in Jerusalem).  Again we are

dealing with sexual immorality and idolatry.  Both these groups were probably similar to

Gnostic.

We have people today that will say “I am Roman Catholic, but I believe in abortion.”

There is a terrible disconnect there.  I remember an elder’s wife who said:  “I know what

the Bible says, but...”  Mainline denominations are coming apart because they have

disconnected with God and His Word and chosen the way of the world (go along to get

along).  And just because something is declared legal does not make it necessarily pleasing

to God.

People continue to separate their lives into secular and sacred.  Gnosticism lives, TODAY!



IV.  The Church’s Remedy  (v. 16a)

Revelation 2:16a ESV  16a Therefore repent.

Repent is a command.  The Word of God is helpful for so many things.  Depending on how

it is handled, it can help or hurt you.  If understood and obeyed it can save.  If it is

understood and not obeyed, it will condemn you.

II Timothy 3:16 ESV  16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,

“Repent” literally means to change one’s mind.  This requires a reading and studying of

God’s word.  We have to have an open mind and be willing to submit to God’s requirements

for our lives.

Discuss salvation requirement:  Acts 2:38 ESV  38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Belief is assumed here in Peter’s response.  What is the first thing we are required to do?

Repentance and baptism is tied together.  You will not be saved no matter who tells you

differently if both acts of submission are not accomplished.

V.  The Church’s Punishment (for not listening, v. 16b)

Revelation 2:16b ESV  16b If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the

sword of my mouth.

Repentance is something that is required whenever we realize we are at odds with God

and His Word.  If you have read the book of Revelation, you understand who wins in the

end.  Whose side would you like to be on?

Being a member of any church will not save you.  Being right with Jesus is the only

relationship that matters.  If a church won’t discipline her members, Jesus will - both the

tolerant and the tolerated.

“It is especially intriguing that Balaam was threatened with being ‘killed by the sword’

of ‘the angel of the Lord’ if he continued to oppose Israel (Num. 22:23, 31).  And when he

did not heed the warning, he was ‘killed by the sword,’ which sealed his destiny of not

entering into the life of the ‘world to come.’” (Beale, pp. 250-51)

Revelation 19:21 ESV  21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth

of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.



VI.  The Church’s Outlook (if they listen, v. 17)

Revelation 2:17 ESV  17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the

churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give

him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one

who receives it.’

A.  Hidden Manna

Manna was a heavenly food.  Manna was a type for communion or Jesus who  was called

“the bread of heaven” in John 6:32ff.

The rabbis had a legend that in the 6th century B.C. when the temple Solomon had built

was destroyed, Jeremiah had hidden away the pot of manna in Mount Sinai.  When the

Messiah came Jeremiah would return the pot of manna so it could be rediscovered.

B.  White Stone

White (stands for purity, heaven’s color) stone (Ray Summers)

1.  pebble of acquittal (opposite of black stones)

2.  freed slave (indication of citizenship)

3.  winner of a race

4.  victorious winner upon returning from a military campaign

Hendricksen believed the white stone (tessera) may represent a ticket (engraved invitation)

that would allow a visitor to the feast of the Great King. - Messianic banquet

Illus. Masons/Eastern Star and Rainbow girls

C.  A New Name

Barclay says, on the pebble there was a sacred name; to know a god’s name was to have a

certain power over him, to be able to summon him to one’s aid in time of difficulty.

a new name requires new status.  (New = kainos not neos.)

“a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”

It may have been Christ’s name.  It is just the opposite of 666 and the evil that represents.

Conclusion:  As Christ’s Church, we dare not compromise Christian principles that

never should change with cultural norms that change with every new generation due to

pressure from a world whose prince is Satan.



Illus.  In his book Triple Agent, Joby Warrick writes a true story about how a Jordanian

doctor who was radicalized on Islamic websites became a spy that ended up killing nine

CIA agents.

This young physician worked with pediatric patients in Amman, Jordan.  He would stay

up late at night after his shift, watching Islamic preachers on YouTube.  He eventually

came to the place that he wanted to get involved in the jihad and joined al-Qaida.

A Jordanian spy agency found some of his online postings and recruited him as a spy!  He

told the al-Qaida that he was working for the Jordanians and had some connections to

the CIA.  He told the jihadists that he was working for the Jordanians and had some

connections to the CIA.  So this guy is a Doctor, who is a Jordanian spy, that is working

with the CIA… but who really is a jihadist looking for a target!

Over a period of about a year he built trust as a spy by telling American and Jordanian

officials that he had information that could help capture key Taliban and al-Qaida leaders.

One day he put on a suicide vest and made it into a CIA compound in Afghanistan and

killed himself along with nine other top CIA officers working in the Middle East.

Once the investigation was done by CIA Director Leon Paneta, it was discovered that the

CIA had by-passed their very high standards that they normally followed because they

were so desperate to get Osama bin Laden and his top two lieutenants.  So they

compromised their standards in order to accomplish their mission!

AND THE RESULTS WERE DEVASTATING!

“I believe that one reason why the church of God at this present moment has so little

influence over the world is because the world has so much influence over the church.”

(Spurgeon, d. 1892)

“The chief danger of the Church today is that it is trying to get on the same side as the

world, instead of turning the world upside down. Our Master expects us to accomplish

results, even if they bring opposition and conflict. Anything is better than compromise,

apathy, and paralysis.  God, give to us an intense cry for the old-time power of the Gospel

and the Holy Ghost!” (A.B. Simpson, d. 1919)

Q.  What is Christmas about?  Is it really about Santa Claus or Jesus?  I am not trying to

be a Scrooge, but I do think maybe our priorities will be tested this year.  You see this

year Christmas falls on a Sunday, so do we open presents and stay in our pajamas all

morning, or do we come to church and worship the King of Kings?

Asking for a friend...let me know what your plans are.


