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Dear Friends, 

We are star�ng a new year together on January 1
st

.  I hope that your last few weeks have been full 

of love, joy, peace and praise as a result of your rela�onship with God, the Father, and Jesus 

Christ, the Son, our gracious Lord.  This Sunday we are star�ng a preaching series on I Corinthians 

that might take us through July.  Our theme this year is: “Let’s Be Found Faithful in 2023.”  My 

first sermon for 2023 is en�tled “Hello and Thanks!” 

No other church in the New Testament has had more wri3en to it than the Church of God in    

Corinth.  If we are willing to look at Paul’s first le3er objec�vely, we may learn some things about 

the modern church as well as ourselves. 

The elders and I are wan�ng to restart our Men’s Mentoring Group.  A6er looking at material, we 

have picked a great book from a number of years ago called The Purpose-Driven Church by Rick 

Warren.  I would like to know as soon as possible if you are interested.  I am looking at star�ng 

February 5
th

 (1
st

 Sunday of every month) right a6er our fellowship break. 

As this year begins, I want to share a part of the preaching text for this Sunday with you as my 

prayer for everyone who is Weston Church of Christ, “Where People Care About Other People.”     

I Corinthians 1:4-9 ESV  
4 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus, 
5 

that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 

knowledge— 
6 

even as the tes�mony about Christ was confirmed among you— 
7 

so that you are 

not lacking in any gi6, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
8 

who will sustain you 

to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 
God is faithful, by whom you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Let’s study God’s Word together, and let’s tell others what we both know and have experienced 

“in Christ.”  Let’s worship together o6en in this coming year! 

 

Psalm 91 ESV  My Refuge and My Fortress 

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  
2 
I will 

say
[a]
 to the LHIJ, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”  

3 
For he will deliver you 

from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pes�lence.  
4 
He will cover you with his pinions, 

and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.  
5 
You will not 

fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 
nor the pes�lence that stalks in   

darkness, nor the destruc�on that wastes at noonday.  
7 
A thousand may fall at your side, ten 

thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.  
8 
You will only look with your eyes 

and see the recompense of the wicked.  
9 
Because you have made the LHIJ your dwelling place—

 the Most High, who is my refuge
[b]
—

10 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near 

your tent.  
11 
For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 
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12 
On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.  

13 
You will tread 

on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.  
14 
“Because 

he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows my name.  

15 
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor 

him.  
16 
With long life I will sa�sfy him and show him my salva�on.” 

Footnotes  [a]  Psalm 91:2 Septuagint He will say 

[b] Psalm 91:9 Or For you, O L���, are my refuge! You have made the Most High your dwelling place 

 

“I recall some years ago taking over a class for an ailing colleague.  It was an Old Testament class, 

but he had the good grace to become ill far enough in advance to allow me to prepare.  One hates 

to be a total fool, even when out of one’s field.  A night and a day I spent in the deep of the       

assignment, Psalm 91.  Hebrew language, poetry, history, liturgy, and commentary were waded 

through in order to reach the podium.  The students, having heard they were to endure a         

subs�tute, outstripped their own excellent record of non-prepara�on.  Outwardly, of course,         

I growled, but privately I welcomed ignorance not only as unthreatening but as gran�ng full      

release to my own recent wisdom.  Against the dark backgrounds of their empty minds, I cast the 

clear diamonds of cri�cal analysis.  For two hours the text was subjected to the best methods of 

biblical cri�cism. 

 

At the conclusion of the seminar, we joined the en�re seminary in the chapel to hold a memorial 

service for a respected teacher who had died suddenly of a heart a3ack.  The worship leader read 

the text: Psalm 91.  The appropriateness of the text was apparent:  The text interpreted the      

occasion, and the occasion interpreted the text.  A6erward, some of the students who had been 

in the seminar, in a mood of an�-academia, spoke to me in praise of the chapel service and in 

cri�cism of the apparent uselessness and sterility of our classroom exercise.  In no way, they said, 

did our analysis of Psalm 91 compare with the immediacy and clarity of the reading in worship.  

There was truth to what they said; there is light upon the page in the sanctuary that seldom 

comes in the classroom.  Nevertheless, I reminded the students that we did not just hum the 

psalm in the chapel; we had a3ended to words, to a message from the psalmist for a par�cular 

occasion.  We talked in the hallway at length at what that message was and listened to comments 

by students who were in the chapel but not in the seminar.  Before long two observa�ons were 

made:  First, while all in the chapel were moved by the appropriateness of the text, probably none 

present quite grasped the meaning and power of Psalm 91 as did those who had carefully studied 

it; and second, classroom and sanctuary should and do serve each other in the service of God.” 

         

    Craddock Stories, pp. 17-18 

Love,  

 

Gary 
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Stewardship 

Sta3s3cs 

12/04/22 12/11/22 12/18/22 12/25/22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A3endance for in-person 

services. 51 45 45 43  

General Fund $1902.00 $2397.00 $1765.00 $1210.00  

Weekly Budget $2464.71 $2464.71 $2464.71 $2464.71  

+ or— Budget ($562.71) ($67.71) ($699.71) ($1254.71)  

Designated Giving      

      

      

Food Pantry    $200.00  

      

Birthday Money $59.00 $5.00 $1.00   

      

Total Giving's $1961.00 $2402.00 $1766.00 $1410.00  

 

Total  Money And   

Average A8endance 

48 

$7274.00 

$9858.84 

($2584.84) 

 

$65.00 

$200.00 

 

 

 

 

$7539.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those in Service 

Lt. Col.  Elijah Ward – Ft. Sill, Ok 

Ron Burkhart - Stateside 

Jon Walker - 180th TFW Active duty  

Michelle Metzger - Army Nat’l Guard 

Daryl Trail - U.S. Navy 

Luke Millican - USAF 

Walker Polsinelli - Pakistan 

Remember our Shut-ins 

Mary Ann Hillier - B. G. Manor #7 

Rose Mary Gensen - Arbors of Oregon 

Peggy Carsey - Brookdale #105 

Seldon Carsey - Brookdale #129 

Prayer list con3nued: 

 

Nancy Snyder (healing at home) 

Russ Harshberger (healing at home) 

Dave Underwood (healing at home) 

Jennifer Strausbaugh (bone cancer) 

Jennifer Wackler (health issues) 

Jan Cavanaugh (car accident) 

Emily Walston (Stage 2 kidney failure) 

Larry Lehman (rehab for legs/home) 

Jeff Lewis (cancer) 

Doris Rothenbuhler (healing at home) 

Reuben Soto (home/be3er now) 

Chuck Allen (prayers for healing 

John Maxey (stroke) 

Jim Clark (cracked ribs from fall) 

GLCC (pray for growth) and new GLCC 

president, Frank E. Weller 

Family of Rosie Tolles 

Family of Mac Mac Barcelona (He was 

found in a rice field in the Philippines, 

murdered.) He was brother of Bhoy, who 

does outreach with the Krause’s. 

Linda Weatherbee (pneumonia, fluid in 

lungs, stress heart a3ack, at home now) 

Julie Chesney (metasta�c breast cancer) 

Pat Fortney (ankle surgery) 

Tyler Foster (knee surgery recovery) 

Prayer List 

 

Peace in our world 

Vic�ms of violence around the world 

Krause’s-Pacific Rim Ministries 

Duane Rupe (stroke/prostate) 

Shelly Sharp (friend of Peggy’s/cancer) 

Nicholas Nicely (cancer treatments) 

David Wackler (needs work) 

Sandra Metzger (chemo) 

Jeremy Forrester (renal failure/dialysis) 

Marcia Mitchell Olivarez (strength) 

Derrick Saylor )  

Shelly Sherman (cancer) 

Chuck Sacke3 (bone marrow transplant) 

David Reynal (prostate cancer) 

Glen Agner (surgery went well) 

Pat Sonoras (stage 4 pancrea�c cancer) 

Kenny McIntosh's sister, Beth (health) 

Marv Nichols (heart surgery went well) 

John Roberts (rehab to gain strength) 

Becky Repasz (health) 

Mark Wysocki (skin cancer) 

Darlean Carpenter (home/healing) 

Jeremy Prowant (cancer returned) 

Mary Cooksey (as of 12/18/22, con�nues to 

ba3le infec�on and edema in legs) 

John McKenzie (healing) 

Prayer list con3nued: 

 

Leslie (Amber’s Dad, broken ankle from 

fall, rehab 4 more weeks) 

Steve (Amber’s brother, prayer for work 

nego�a�ons) 

Derrick Saylor (not feeling well and 

sarcoidosis treatments) 

 

Praise: 

Mark Frost test results - No MS 
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January Sermons  

January 1  Hello and Thanks       1 Corinthians 1:1-9 ESV 

January 8  Why Are There So Many Churches?    1 Corinthians 1:10-17 ESV 

January 15  Who Is Wise: Two Kinds of People?    1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 ESV 

January 22  There’s a Difference in God’s Wisdom    1 Corinthians 2:6-16 ESV 

January 29  We Should Work Together     1 Corinthians 3:1-22 ESV 

 

GAME	NIGHTS	THIS	MONTH	

January	13th	and	27th	

6:30-9:00pm	

	

Bring	food	

to	share.		

Games	are	provided.	

	

	

	

Food	Pantry	is	Open	

January	7th	and	21st	

10:00am	-	Noon	

SMALL	GROUP	BIBLE	STUDY	

Wednesdays	at	7:00pm		

at	the	PARSONAGE	

continuing	the	study	

	“Life	in	the	Kingdom”		

	by	Jack	Hayford	

	

BOARD	MEETING	

Tuesday, Jan. 3rd, 7:30pm 

ELDERS	MEETING	

Tuesday, Jan. 10th, 6:00pm 

Congregational Annual Meeting 

January 22nd at 11:00am 

January 1st  

Mission Moment  

with Todd Sayler 

Bowling Green Chris3an 

Food Pantry 
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Writing Our Life — With God’s Help 
 

A journalist once said you can measure the quality of a piece of writing by the quality of 

what has been cut. No matter how beautiful or interesting a phrase or sentence is, the 

piece may be stronger without it. 

 

Rabbi Evan Moffic applies this wisdom to life in general. Too often we refuse to let 

something — a habit, a memory, a process — go, even when it no longer serves us. 

Thinking of our life as a book, we can cut out, edit or rearrange some pages or          

sentences to reflect our new learnings and growth. 

 

This is not always easy, but we don’t have to do it alone. “God is our ‘editor-in-chief,’” 

says Moffic, “and we are part of God’s story. [While] God … gives us free will to decide 

what to write on the pages of our lives, … God is always there for conversation and   

consultation. And God left us a great guidebook called the Bible. Its lessons make our 

writing shine with truth and beauty.” With God’s guidance, what will you “write” in the 

new year? 

Wisdom from Martin Luther King 

I am convinced that love is the most durable power in the world. It is 

not an expression of impractical idealism, but of practical realism. Far 

from being the pious injunction of a Utopian dreamer, love is an     

absolute necessity for the survival of our civilization. To return hate 

for hate does nothing but intensify the existence of evil in the        

universe. Someone must have sense enough and morality enough to cut off the chain of 

hate and evil, and this can only be done through love. 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 

Christian symbol 

OPEN BOOK — A book symbolizes the Bible, the wri3en Word of God. When shown open, a  

book represents truth or revela�on. Apostles and saints are o6en pictured holding an open 

book, understood as the New Testament wri�ngs of the early Chris�an church.  
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Time for a Spiritual Assessment 
 

“Hardly anything else reveals so well the fear and uncertainty among [people] as the 

length to which they will go to hide their true selves from each other and even from 

their own eyes,” says A.W. Tozer. For insights into who we really are as Christians, the 

theologian proposes “rules for self-discovery.” According to Tozer, “we may be known” 

by these seven things: what we want most, what we think about most, how we use our 

money, what we do with our leisure time, the company we enjoy, who and what we 

admire, and what we laugh at. 

 

The “wise Christian” will find other tests, says Tozer, but these are a starting point to 

reveal if our desires and priorities conflict with God’s will. “Our self-judgment is almost 

certain to be biased and imperfect,” he adds, yet there’s “every good reason for us to 

work along with the Holy Spirit in his benign effort to locate us spiritually in order that 

we may make such amendments as the circumstances demand.” 

 

God’s Peaceable Kingdom 
 

Once in a while — too seldom, it seems, but often enough to give us hope — Isaiah’s 

prophecy comes true: “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 

the kid, the calf and the lion will feed together … The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together” (Isaiah 11:6-7, NRSV). 

 

In February 2022, a Minnesota photographer captured a rare event: a wolf and a deer 

lying feet from each other in the snow — and neither was eating the other! Occasion-

ally we hear of Palestinians and Israelis partnering to teach peacemaking skills, a rally 

protester helping an injured counter-protester, a crime victim and perpetrator embrac-

ing. A divorced couple I know, deeply estranged, decided they could sit together at 

their son’s high school graduation to demonstrate their love for him. 

 

In a world sadly torn apart, glimpses of mending, tolerance and love are signs of God 

among us. Isaiah (11:6) declares what makes such goodness possible: “A little child 

shall lead them.” We know this child as the babe of Bethlehem, Jesus. 

 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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6  Sean Arroyo 

10 Mary Ann Hoare 

17 Cathy DuBois 

19 Missy Tolles 

29 Norman Tolles, Jr. 

30 John DuBois 

21 Tad & Leighan Yarger 

Another Year with God 

Another year is dawning; 

dear Father, let it be, 

In working or in wai�ng,  

another year with thee… 

 

Another year of progress,  

another year of praise, 

Another year of proving  

thy presence all the days. 

 

Another year of service, 

of witness for thy love; 

Another year of training 

for  holier work above. 

 

Another year is dawning! 

Dear Father, let it be, 

On earth, or else in heaven,  

another year for thee. 

 

—Frances Ridley Havergal 
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JANUARY 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  3  4  5 6 7 
9:30 Worship 

Mission Moment with 

Todd Sayler/B.G. 

Chris3an Food Pantry 

 

Fellowship Break 

Reminder: No S.S. 

  

 

 

 

 

7:30pm 

Board Mee3ng 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Small Group  

“Life in the  

  Kingdom” 

 

 

 

 

 
7:00pm 

Band Prac3ce 

   

FOOD PANTRY 

10AM - NOON 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:30am Worship  

11:00am Adult S.S. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm 

Elders 

Mee3ng 

 

 

7:00pm  

Small Group  

“Life in the  

  Kingdom” 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Band Prac3ce 

 

 

 

 

6:30 - 9:00PM 

GAME NIGHT 

 

15  16 17 18 19 20 21 

9:30am Worship  

Words with Wackdog 

11:00am Adult S.S  

 

Give annual reports to 

Pat to type booklet 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Small Group  

“Life in the  

  Kingdom” 

  

 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Band Prac3ce 

 

 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

10AM - NOON 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9:30am Worship  

 

11:00am  

Annual Mee3ng 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm LCF 

 

February 

news ar3cles 

due. 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Small Group 

“Life in the  

  Kingdom” 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Band Prac3ce 

 

 

 

 

6:30 - 9:00PM 

GAME NIGHT 

 

 

     

5th Sunday  29 30 31     
9:30am Worship  

 

No children’s church 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S BE FOUND FAITHFUL IN 2023 
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Weston Church of Christ 

PO Box 344 

13355 Center Street 

Weston, Ohio 43569 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:30am Worship Service 

11:00am Sunday School 

Weston WitnessWeston WitnessWeston WitnessWeston Witness 

The purpose of the Weston Church of Christ is to glorify God by reaching the lost,  

strengthening the saved and serving as one body for Jesus Christ our Lord. 

February newsle3er ar�cles due January 24
th 

Minister: Gary L. Wackler, 336-280-5311 

Elders: Ed Tolles, 419-409-1622;  

            John McKenzie, 419-806-5775 

            Bob Walker, 419-262-8006 

Email us at: church@westonchurchofchrist.org 

Website: westonchurchofchrist.org 

Check us out on Facebook 

January 2023 
Pat Higley, Editor 

Church Phone:  

419-669-3895 

2023 

January January January January     


