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Introduction:  All Scripture is useful to us even thousand of years later.  What John

wrote to the churches in Asia was meant to provide hope and encouragent to Christaians

who were suffering under Rome and even being attacked from within.

John had a consistence source for his writing.  I John 1:1-4 ESV  1 That which was from

the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked

upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made

manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which

was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard

we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And we are writing these

things so that our [your] joy may be complete.

John heard, saw, examined and then proclaimed what was revealed to him.  This is a lot

like his personal experiences where the early disciples were asked to “come and see,”

then to “go and tell.”  John now is trying to enlist and encourage the churches to join

with him in this common task that Christ’s family is experiencing.

Revelation 1:9 ESV  9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom

and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account

of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

John is not just an apostle or shepherd to the 7 churches in Asia, but he is family.  And as

family, what affects one affects the whole,  John is a partner (companion, NIV), sharing

with them both joy and trouble.  Fellowship which is the root of our word partner is not

just about pie and coffee.  Here this communion we have is connected to tribulation

(suffering, NIV), it’s kingdom living where we all are a part of a priesthood with all its

duties, and patience endurance that is many times very difficult in the middle of trouble.

This kind of suffering is like the outside pressure in the grinding of wheat or the crushing

of grapes to get a superior product of flour and wine (Summers, p. 103).  A hard process

can yield good results.

John’s being on the island of Patmos was because he was unwilling to be silent in the

presence of evil in the world and in the church.  Jesus’ words were life and needed to be

proclaimed and shared with all those who had ears to hear and were not yet saved.



Just like John:

I.  We Need to Be Available to (for) God (vv.10-11).

Revelation 1:10 ESV   10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a

loud voice like a trumpet

A.  In the Right Attitude

This is a mind-set that is always open to God’s communication.  When John says:  “I was

in the Spirit,” some have called this delivery of revelation as a trance-like state (Utley).

John experienced something like this here and also in Rev. 4:2; 17:3; 21:10.  I like the

translation of “I came to be in the Spirit,” or as J. B. Phillips translates: “I knew myself

inspired by the Spirit.”

You might notice as you compare the KJV and the ESV or NIV that the word “Spirit” is

many times not capitalized in the KJV.  I think the lack of capitalization of “spirit” could

lead to a wrong conclusion that it is more about the human spirit than God’s.

Q.  How many of you have felt that God was talking to you maybe even in non-verbal

ways to help you understand His will for you?  Stand!

Q.  How many of you when you had this experience were in a group of people or in a

worship setting?  Or were you alone without people around you?

Having a right attitude or mind is not just a Sunday thing, but should be a daily experience.

Here, for John this communication between God and him was:

B.  In the Right Time

This vision took place on the “Lord’s Day.”  This is the only time this phrase is found in

the N.T.  This is not the Sabbath, or Saturday, but Sunday.  In fact, Sunday for the first

century was a work day.  Christians met on the first day of the week because of the

resurrection.

Question:  How is this Lord’s Day different from what we have in II Thessalonians 2?

II Thessalonians 2:1-2 ESV  1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and

our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers,  2 not to be quickly shaken in

mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to

the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

Answer:  The II Thessalonians text is about the End.  The Revelation text is a reference to

Sunday (the first day of the week).  Cf.  Matthew 28:1; Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 16:2.



God can certainly speak to us in a small, still voice or it can be like thunder and lightning

right next to us.  What is being said is by way of simile (like, as) to describe a method of

gaining your attention.  It is a loud voice that has qualities of a trumpet.

This is no ordinary trumpet (σαλπιγγοσαλπιγγοσαλπιγγοσαλπιγγοσαλπιγγοs).  It was a war trumpet (bugle) (See Strauss, p.38;

Liddel-Scott).  It carries the idea of war, but also judgment and possibly the resurrection

of the dead and the gathering of the elect (involving the Lord’s army).

Question:  Why would we connect a trumpet to the resurrection of the dead or the gathering

of the elect?

Answer:  I Thessalonians 4:16 ESV  16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven

with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet

of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

and also  Matthew 24:31 ESV  31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call,

and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Illus.  YELL.  I remember at a men’s meeting in Clinton, IL having a man up front fire

a blank pistol to gain the attention of 200 noisy men in the sanctuary.  No one slept during

the sermon.  But to be clear, God is not trying just to get our attention, but our hearts.

After the voice that spoke like a trumpet, John was:

C.  Ready to Listen/Obey.

It is one thing to hear, and yet another to obey God’s voice.  John did obey by writing to

these 7 churches in Asia.  Revelation 1:11 ESV  11 ... “Write what you see in a book and

send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira

and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

Scripture was written down from a book here disclosed to John because of its importance,

and to maintain its precision for future generations.  These individual letters were sent

along a Roman postal route in the order we have them here in verse 11.  The epistle to the

Ephesians was also more than likely a circular letter to some or all of these same churches

starting with Ephesus.

One principle from this transcription of sorts is:  we should never keep to ourselves what

God is showing us!

Just like John:

II.  We Need to Share God’s Truth (vv. 12-16).



Revelation 1:12-16 ESV  12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on

turning I saw seven golden lampstands,  13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a

son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  14 The hairs

of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,  15 his

feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of

many waters.  16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

A.  What we have heard vicariously(vv. 12a, 15b)

John has already told us that reading outloud the Word of God so others can hear it,

blesses both the speaker and the hearer (1:3).

As impressive as the voice John first heard in v.10 of our text was, it wasn’t until v.12a

that he had the courage to turn around to see who was speaking.  And in v.15b it sounded

like “the roar of many waters.”

Q.  How many of you have been to Niagra Falls on the Canadian side?

A.  You can hear the falls before you arrive and it is a multi-sensory experience of vibration

and mist blocks away and stories up on balconies.  I’ll never forget that.  Can you imagine

seeing images of God that are tied to Scripture you understand.  That’s why we study the

Word so we don’t miss God’s voice.

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me.  The Greek word here is µεταµεταµεταµεταµετα

and can be translated “speaking with me.”  I don’t know if this is right, but I prefer it.

“To me” (NIV, ESV) seems like one-way communication, while “with me” (KJV, NASB

2020) sounds like a conversation and more intimate.

Even though the book of Revelation is full of loud and impressive sounds, it can also be

quiet and even noiseless at times.  But for the most part it is full of symbols and

extraordinary imagery.

B.  What we have seen vicariously (vv.12b-16) through John’s visions...

John says: “and on turning I saw” (v. 12b):

1.  seven golden lampstands

Seven (7) could be a literal number here, but also must represent all churches both present

then, and future.  And they were large enough to somewhat hide the Son of Man because

of what John saw first - the lampstands.  This is not a mennorah, but 7 individual

lampstands.



Question:  What might be the meaning or symbolism of a lightstand?

Answer:  It should give off light.  Jesus, the Light of the world, stood in their midst.

Light for John means Truth!  Revelation!  Glory!

See John 1:4, 5, 7, 8 (2x), 9 (2x); I John 1:5, 7 (2x) and Revelation 22:5.

2.  Son of Man and his appearance (v. 13)

The title “son of man” is used frequently for Jesus.  It is used 83 times in the NT.  It is the

title most heard from Jesus’ lips to identify himself.  The Son of Man’s primary task is

judgment.  Daniel 7:13-14 ESV  13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds

of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Day and was

presented before him.  14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that

all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

“Son of Man’ is a commanding, redeeming, glorious figure.  He is not, as Tom Howard

once put it, “a pale Galilean, but a towering and furious figure who will not be managed”

(Reversed Thunder, p. 29).

Again, in our text we start hearing over and over the word - “like.”  It is clear that Jesus

has become the fulfillment of this important figure called “the Son of Man.”  The robe he

is seen wearing represents the clothing of a priest or king.  We hear in our ears Isaiah tell

us about this imagery:  Isaiah 6:1 ESV  6 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord

sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train [hem] of his robe filled the temple.

The golden sash?  The priest was dressed like this.  The golden girdle was used as a

symbol of righteousness and power.  Later in Isaiah we hear these words about the Messiah.

Isaiah 11:5 ESV  5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of

his loins.  Even angels are dressed this way (Rev. 15:6).

3.  His head and eyes (v. 14)

His hair was white like wool and snow...White here carries the idea of both purity and

ageless.  Also, “the hoary head” was worthy of honor and carried the idea of wisdom and

dignity (Rienecker, p. 814).

The eyes were meant to depict a penetrating gaze (e.g. like Superman with his X-ray

vision), both wrath, intelligence.  Fire also purifies and transforms.



The Son of Man is further described by an image of:

4.  His feet (v. 15a)

Bronze-like feet indicate stability and strength.

And bronze literally lasts forever (MCC logo in bronze).

5.  His voice (v. 15b)

Ezekiel had told us about living creatures connected to God:  Ezekiel 1:24 ESV  24 And

when they went, I heard the sound of their wings like the sound of many waters, like the

sound of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army. When they stood still,

they let down their wings.

6.  His right hand (v. 16a)

This is symbol of strength, authority, and power.  It is where we find seven stars which

are kept safely by this “Son of Man.”

7.  His mouth (v. 16b)

Out of his mouth comes a sharp double-edged sword.  His mouth could mean creative,

sustaining, or even judgment.  Thw Word of God is talked about in terms of a two-edged

sword as well.  This sword is not just defensive, but also offensive for waging a battle.  It

is clear from the trumpet and this sword we are going to war.  Even if is only spiritual, it

is deadly serious stuff.

8.  His countenance or face (v. 16c)

His face was like the sun shining.  He will get your attention.  He will look you in the eyes

even if you are unable to return His gaze (like a solar eclipse).

And with all of this amazing description of the Son of Man, we are told to stop being afraid!

III.  We Need to React to God’s Approach (vv. 17-20).

Revelation 1:17-20 ESV  17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid

his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last,  18 and the living one.

I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19

Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take

place after this.  20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand,

and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches,

and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.



We Need to React to God’s Approach to Us.

A.  In worship (vv. 17-18)

Worship should never be involved with fear of our death.  His right hand here must be

also about assurance.  If anyone could give us courage and hope for the days ahead it

would be Jesus (the first and the last, and the living one.) who showed how one who

trusts in God does not die without hope.  In our baptism we are brought from death to

life, and when we set our earthly tents aside we are found alive in Jesus’ care.  Why

should we believe this?  Jesus has shown us the way through His resurrection, and he has

the keys to Death and Hades.

“Hades” is a correct translation, not “hell” as it is translated in the KJV.  Afterlife booklet.

B.  Understanding our role  (v. 19)

Just like John was commanded to write and testify to what he had seen, heard, and

experienced, we need to share our encounters with God.  What we know from Scripture

about the past, present and future as it relates to salvation and coming judgment we also

must share.

We also are priests and in God’s kingdom responsible for listening and obeying the King

of kings.  Like the angels, we are messengers for our God to a world that has lost hope for

a wonderful future.

C.  Understanding Scripture (v. 20)

Scripture can be difficult to understand sometimes, even John the Baptist had his moments.

It can even be offensive, but it is always true.

Revelation 1:20 informs us that the seven stars in His hand represent the angels

(messengers, see Luke 7:24 where the Greek word is so translated) or perhaps pastors, of

the seven churches. God holds His servants and places them where He wants them to

“shine” for Him. In Daniel 12:3, wise soul winners are compared to shining stars. - Jim

Erwin quoting Warren Wiersbe

Daniel 12:3 ESV  3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky

above;[a] and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

Footnotes:  [a]  Daniel 12:3 Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:6–8



Conclusion:  God Has Written Himself into Our World and into His Word, the Bible,

and shown Himself through Jesus Christ.

C.S. Lewis wrote an essay…called “The Seeing Eye,” and in it he argued that if there

were a God, we would not relate to him the way a person on the first story of a house

relates to a person on the second story. The ground-floor resident can go up the steps to

find the second-floor resident. But God is not someone who merely lives in the sky—he is

the creator of the whole universe, earth and sky and time and space, and of us.

Our relationship to God, then, is more like Shakespeare’s relationship to Hamlet. How

much will Hamlet know about Shakespeare? Only what Shakespeare writes about himself

into the play. Hamlet will never be able to find out anything about his author any other

way. In the same way, Lewis concludes, we can’t find God just by going to higher altitudes.

We’ll only know about God if God has written something about himself into our life, into

our world. And he has.

Timothy Keller, Encounters with Jesus: Unexpected Answers to Life’s Biggest Questions

(New York: Penguin Books, 2016), Kindle Electronic Version, Locations 804-810.

What will you do with what you have seen, heard and touched
and how you have experienced with God?


