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Introduction:  This week we are going to look at the Church of Smyrna.

The name Smyrna comes from the word for “myrrh.”  Myrrh was a gum

resin taken from a shrub-like tree. Though it had a bitter taste, the resin of

the tree was used in making perfume (Ps. 45:8), and was one of the

ingredients used in the anointing oil of the priests (Ex. 30:23), and in the

embalming of the dead (John 19:39).  Many believe this church symbolizes

the martyrs of all time and the sweet smelling fragrance of their devotion

until death (cf. 2 Cor. 4:14-16).

I.  Historical _______________ of Smyrna

II.  _______________ from God

III.  _______________ from God

IV.  _______________ from God for Outsiders

V.  _______________ from God

VI.  _______________ from God with a Reward

Conclusion:  Around 40-80 million Christians have been martyred in the

course of history. More than half were martyred in the 20th century (Gordon-

Conwell Resources). *Above stats estimates from 2021.

There is nothing as important as the Lord’s work.  We dare not be too tired

for the Lord.  We can rest from all our labors later.  I Corinthians 15:58

ESV  58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is

not in vain.

Revelation 2:8-11 ESV

To the Church in Smyrna

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the

first and the last, who died and came to life.

9 “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and

the slander[a] of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are

a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer.

Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you

may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful

unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an

ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who

conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’

Footnotes:  [a]  Revelation 2:9 Greek blasphemy

Testing is always about seeing who is genuine here in their faith.

These ten days of testing or tribulation “is an illusion to Daniel 1:12-

15, where the ‘testing’ of Daniel and his three friends ‘for ten days’ is

repeated twice.  During this period they went without eating the ‘king’s

choice food.’  The purpose of the ‘test’ was to determine whether

they could be as healthy as the youths who had such food.  They were

tempted to compromise with pagan religion by being pressured to

eat from the king’s table.  They refused to do so because the food was

dedicated to idols (cf. Dan 1:2; 5:3-4).  Furthermore, to eat at table

with a king was a symbolic act in the ancient Near East of giving

complete loyalty to him above all else.  This the Hebrew youths could

not do, especially because the king considered himself divine.”

Beale, The Book of Revelation, p. 242


