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Introduction:  Pergamum was an impressive city, built on a hill 1000

feet above the surrounding countryside, somewhat creating a natural fortress.

It rivaled Ephesus as the leading city in the region, it was a very important

city in Asia.  Pergamum had become the capital of the province of Asia and

it really was the center of Asian culture.

I.  The Church’s _______________ (v. 13a)

II.  The Church’s _______________ (v. 13bc)

III.  The Church’s _______________ (vv. 14-15)

IV.  The Church’s _______________  (v. 16a)

V.  The Church’s _______________ (for not listening, v. 16b)

VI.  The Church’s _______________ (if they listen, v. 17)

Conclusion:  As Christ’s Church, we dare not compromise Christian

principles that never should change with cultural norms that change with

every new generation due to pressure from a world whose prince is Satan.

“I believe that one reason why the church of God at this present moment

has so little influence over the world is because the world has so much

influence over the church.” (Spurgeon, d. 1892)

Revelation 2:12-17 ESV

To the Church in Pergamum

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words

of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.

13 “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold

fast my name, and you did not deny my faith[a] even in the days of

Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan

dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there

who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling

block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed

to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15 So also you have some

who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent. If not,

I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my

mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the

churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden

manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written

on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’

Footnotes:  [a]  Revelation 2:13 Or your faith in me

“The chief danger of the Church today is that it is trying to get on the

same side as the world, instead of turning the world upside down.

Our Master expects us to accomplish results, even if they bring

opposition and conflict. Anything is better than compromise, apathy,

and paralysis.  God, give to us an intense cry for the old-time power

of the Gospel and the Holy Ghost!” (A.B. Simpson, d. 1919)


